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Angel SOLIS

I'm Angel J. Solis Anguiano, and | participated in the Yokuska - Corpus Christi Student Exchange
in 2023. During my two weeks in Japan, | was able to experience many new things. | learned about
the culture, the language, the food, and the people. | was able to make new friends and learn about
the history of the country. | also gained a greater appreciation for the differences between Japanese
and American cultures. Overall, my experience in Japan was life-changing and incredibly
rewarding. I'm so grateful for the opportunity to have been part of the Yokuska - Corpus Christi
Student Exchange. I'm also thankful to have had the chance to gain a better understanding of
Japanese culture and learn more about myself during this experience. As the famous American
animator John Lasseter once said: “I love Japan. | love the collision of the modern and ancient
worlds coming together in that place.”

Paul McNIFF
I am Paul McNiff and 1 was lucky enough to be given the opportunity to participate in the
Yokosuka, Japan and Corpus Christi, U.S.A. Sister City foreign exchange program. During an
enjoyable two weeks in Japan, | experienced how unique the Japanese culture and people are. The
exchange program was well planned and structured, it allowed for me to spend time with my kind
host family, sight-see in Yokosuka, and visit other cities in Japan. Some of the events planned for
me were going to a Japanese public school for two days, meeting the mayor and chairpeople,
formally celebrating the 170th anniversary of the landing of Matthew Perry, visiting Kamakura,
and visiting Yokohama and Japan with my host family and exchange buddy. This, and more, was
all planned with plenty of time for relaxation at home and enjoying the restaurants of Yokosuka
with my hosts. Part of my time in Japan was spent with the other exchange students from
Yokosuka, we toured the city, went sightseeing, and ate lunches and snacks that were often paid for
by the hospitable exchange program. Through out my time in Japan | experienced the friendliness



and respectfulness of the a Japanese people. This was one of the many great things that | saw in
Japan. | am very grateful for the opportunity that was given to me by both the Corpus Christi
Sister and Yokosuka Sister City programs. | hope that many more students will enjoy this program

and country as much as | did.

170

Clément VILLAIN

My stay in Yokosuka was the most rewarding 2 weeks of my life. Having been chosen in May to
take part in this event, | can't hide the few misgivings | had at the idea of going to a country so
different from our own in terms of both culture and daily life.

However, my very first day in Japan was greeted by amazing people who | have come to know so
well and build brilliant friendships with. They helped me settle in and all my doubts disappeared
immediately. An enormous thanks to my host family who were so hospitable and went out of their
way to communicate with me and make me feel at ease. Although the programme was very full,
each activity was enjoyable and taught us a little more about Japanese culture. This experience
will remain engraved in my memory forever and | hope to be able to perpetuate the friendships
made here with the whole group.
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Capucine BELIN
After an exhausting 13 hour flight we finally landed at Haneda airport and that's when | realized
for the first time that | was really in Japan. Until now it still looked like a distant dream. | feel like
every effort | put into my candidature for the exchange has paid off in the best way possible. | was
immediately immerged into Japanese culture as my host family live in a very traditional house.
They were incredibly welcoming and caring and tried their best to take me everywhere | wanted to
go on the weekends. Thanks to them | got to taste so many Japanese food and experience
traditional Japanese lifestyle. In addition, I got the chance to witness a Japanese summer festival
and was immediately invited to participate as well as contribute to the traditions. It really
displayed the attitude Japanese people had towards me during this trip; very welcoming, nice and
accepting.
During the week, | was with the other exchange program students, and we got to do so many
incredible things. Japanese culture was always surrounding us during the activities, and I think it
was for the best. The kimono experience was so much fun and made me feel like a “princess”. |
have had the best encounters, meeting amazing people who | have built fantastic relationships
with. Everyone was so nice, and they made my two weeks even more magical. | will never be able
to express even half of my gratitude to every person I met in Japan who has contributed to making
this trip simply breathtaking.
Thank you, Brest, France and Yokosuka for this once in a lifetime experience.
In addition Thank you Alex and Ysabelle for helping me
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Alexander MARINHEIRO
There's only one word to describe my time in Japan and that’s breathtaking.
Only two weeks in Japan, | wish it couldve been longer. These two weeks have not been your
average trip or holiday but one that was very educative.
I couldn't have been blessed with a more wonderful host family than the Kariya Family who have
taken super care of me; settling me into Japan culture but most importantly welcoming me into
their home. With this experience I've learnt so much such as taking off your shoes before you enter
a house or saying “lItadakimasu” before you eat. We've shared many laughs; helping each other
with Japanese and English but I've created amazing memories with the Kariyas that will stay by
me forever.
The Yokosuka program has been cho sugoi and yabai which has taught me so much with
sightseeing and learning the history of Japan and the sister cities (Ito and Yokosuka) that
commemorates the  partnership and relationship between Medway, Yokosuka and Ito.
I have been immersed in Japanese culture and tradition such as trying kimonos and playing the
shamisen. Not only educative but this trip has acquainted me with some amazing people, making
new friendships with two fellow students from Brest, France and the rest from Yokosuka, Japan.
Ancther element of the trip was Japanese food, coming to love ramen and Yakiniku. Most
importantly though getting better with chopsticks.
However, | have never been more honoured and privileged then to meet the mayor of Yokosuka,
chairperson and do my presentation representing Medway.
Thank you,
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- Ysabel le DOWEN-CLOUGHTON

I had a great time in Yokosuka and enjoyed the activities every day. My favourite day was when we
went sightseeing around Yokosuka and visited the museum, Kannonzaki Lighthouse, Soleil Park,
an art museum and Mikasa ship. | found it so interesting to learn about Yokosuka's history, as well
as the rest of Japan, which explained to me the link between Yokosuka, Medway, Brest and Corpus
Christi. The views from each location were absolutely breathtaking; without a doubt a once in a
lifetime experience. Another highlight has been meeting so many friendly people and exploring
more of Japan together every day. | have enjoyed being immersed in Japanese culture, both at
home with my host family and the daily activities, such as trying kimonos and playing shamisen.
Another element of the trip | have really loved has been trying Japanese food and following
mealtime routines, such as using chopsticks and starting each meal with 'itadakimasu'’

.I am very grateful for having had this opportunity to visit such a beautiful country and to be
welcomed so warmly into the community. Thank you to all who contributed to giving me a

wonderful experience in Japan.
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