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®7 52X - 1JXH/ Dallas LIZCANO
My visit to Japan was 2 of the best weeks of my life. Being able to explore another part of the world
so closely and live with locals was amazing. I learned so much about the world and about myself
while visiting. My host family was very welcoming and hospitable, and they taught me many things
about their country. 'm very grateful that I had the chance to show the city of Corpus Christi to
foreign exchange students. Although it felt like time went by extremely quickly, I feel like it was time
well spent and I made memories that will last a lifetime. Whether it was watching fireworks in
Kurihama, exploring the island of Sarushima, taking a boat around Yokosuka, or going to the top of
the tallest tower in Yokohama, I had a great time with all my fellow exchange students. I feel as
though my view of the world was expanded and I made many life long friends throughout the
program. I'm very hopeful that I will be able to visit Japan again eventually and continue learning
more about the world.
(Frar]
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€1 - TX F5—% Yuri ESTRADA
I had the wonderful opportunity to be able to participate in the Yokosuka, Japan and Corpus Christi,
Tx Sisters City Foreign Exchange Program. The 16 hour flight was very exhausting, but very
amazing especially since it had been my first time in a plane. Once we landed in Haneda I couldn’t
believe it, everything was instantly different especially with how welcoming everybody instantly
made us feel. During the two weeks I stayed in Japan I was able to experience their unique culture
and visited many museums! I tried many of their dishes and although I had never really liked
seafood, I was open to try everything they offered, and everything was very delicious.....especially
the ramen and seafood! I also learned how to use chopsticks! I was able to stay with an amazing host
family that taught me many traditions and explained them to be in a manner I understood. I was
also able to attend three days at Yokosuka Sogo High School. While being at school I learned many
things about their everyday school life, and was able to attend classes with them. Although I did not



understand much, my buddies made sure I learned a few Japanese words that up to this day, I
remember most of them by memory! We had a fixed schedule planned for every day of our stay.
Although we had a pretty busy schedule I still had plenty of time to spend with my host family and
enjoy our evenings together. I was able to tour the city with other Japanese students that were going
to visit other countries as well. This allowed me to form many new friendships and not feel homesick.
This trip to Japan was very educational and memorable. Two weeks was not enough time, I wish I
could have stayed longer especially because I would have liked to experience many other things. I
am very grateful to have had the opportunity to visit Japan especially because Japanese are one of
the most welcoming and friendliest people one could ever meet. I look forward to one day visiting
Yokosuka again! I hope that other students also get the opportunity to learn about other cultures
just like I did with this Student Exchange Program.
(Frar]
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I think I spend in Yokosuka some of the best weeks in my entire life. I think I can’t mesure of much
this exchange bring to me. I discovered a whole new culture, traditions and a very different daily life,
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but also brings me a lot of friends. I was surprised every single day in the trip because of all the food,
architecture like everything is really different. We did so many things in Yokosuka that I cant even
remember the order of the activities. I think my favorite one was wearing the kimono, I felt so classy
in these. Even if before Japan was my dream destination and I was really intrested into that country,
I tried things I wouldn’t try normally, like natto that has strange but good taste.

The people in Japan were so kind, my host family welcome me so warmly, at the end of the two
weeks I felt like I was part of the family. I will never forget all the time I spend with
Ayu,Margot,Mana,Shota,Robert,Ryu,Alex and all the people that I met during this trip. And I loved
Japan so much that I promise I will comeback one day.

[(Frar]
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®7)LT - TLERYI=RIL b Margot PLOUZENNEC-POLTE

This two weeks I spend in Japan were maybe the two most extraordinary weeks of my life. I was
kinda stressed about discovering a new country for the first time, with a culture so different, but
every person was so kind, and so ready to share great moments and to talk about our cultures, it just
felt like a dream. Thanks to the city and the host family, we did so many things and discovered so
many places. I will keep this travel in mind for a very long time. I'm so happy and grateful to had
been able to discover a little piece of a so beautiful country, with a wealthy culture and so welcoming
people. I'm sure I will return one day.

[(Frar]
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®0/\— |k - Ov F71)— Robert GODFREY
I had always looked at Japan from afar as if it were a wonderland, and went expecting to be
disappointed; I was not. My exchange showed me the aesthetic and numerous wonders of Japan;
that every view was like a scene from a movie made me fall in love with Yokosuka and Japan as a
whole -whether it be the urban beauty of skyscrapers that I visited such as the Tokyo tower, Skytree
and Yokohama skyscraper or the rural, traditional parts of Japan such as Hakone, which Ryu's
family brought me to, where we did the zip line near Mt Fuji, overlooking Shizuoka.
And of course the food did not disappoint. Again with Ryu's family we went to the Ramen museum
that looked incredible and was so delicious, I had three bowls and now refer to the Ramen museum
as Tengoku.
However, what evolved my trip from amazing to truly special was the people I met along the way
(including the incredible organisers). Often after organised events such as origami, calligraphy or the
Youth forum we would have fun in a group and go to shops, the game-centre or fireworks. These
moments were some of my favourites as it made me feel truly one with the already incredible
Japanese environment, this is why this exchange held the best week of my life so far.
Finally, I cannot stress enough the kindness of the Yamada family; they made sure we were always
fed like kings and did so much for us, (I especially enjoyed journeying to the Sento every evening to
bathe and getting ice cream afterward at the 711). By the end, I was very sad to leave Japan and my
host family said goodbye, saying we love you, please come again. I definitely will.
(Frar]
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7 LYY A— TAERX Alexander DAVIS
This summer, starting the 29th of July, I was lucky enough to have the opportunity to visit Japan,
more specifically Yokosuka. Firstly, I would like to express my gratitude to everyone in Yokosuka
who worked so hard to make this exchange possible, from those in the background to the people who
guided us through our stay.
This is a valued experience I will never forget and will always have fond memories of. During my
stay, I was lucky enough to tour around Yokosuka, which I found to be a beautiful city.
This first day gave me a taste of Japan and Yokosuka and what was to come. As part of our days
planned by the incredible people in the Yokosuka exchange group, I was lucky enough to visit
Asakusa and Tokyo Skytree. The views from the Skytree were the most beautiful I have seen and
being able to overlook the city was incredible. We were also able to make a traditional Japanese rice
snack which was a great introduction to Japanese culture.
Due to the people who planned the exchange, I was also able to make some friends for life and make
memories with them, such as lighting fireworks, that I will never forget. I also thank my incredible
host family who would have done anything for me to make my experience more memorable. The
Chiba family were so welcoming and kind, making my experience in Japan extra special. This
exchange experience has made me think about the opportunity of going to university in Japan when
Ileave school, so now I intend to learn Japanese.
I fell in love with Japan and Yokosuka so I would like to make it happen. Thank you everyone.

(Frar]
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Every day was fresh and exciting!
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One Day, [ hope to visit Medway again
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