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)T T4 Jillian DICKSON

Through the city of Corpus Christi's Sister City Exchange Program, I was awarded the once in a
lifetime opportunity to experience two weeks based in Yokosuka, Japan. I attended the local high school and
was able to sit in classes and meet students and staff members. I thoroughly enjoyed being able to see the
lives of Japanese students my age and witness the education system.

Japan is a beautiful country. I was lucky to travel to multiple cities with YIA staff and experience
what each had to offer including nature, cuisine, history, clothing, and temples. I was curious how the
experience would be since I was not paired to house with a student my age, but the turnout was incredible.
I gained younger siblings and still spent plenty of time with Ayaka. I was slightly worried about the futon,
but slept very efficiently and comfortably.

I was welcomed, cared for, and taught by two families. I was challenged by the language barrier and
having to speak Japanese in front of a room; communication was possible through patience and body
language. My host family gave me the greatest gift of friendship as they included me into part of their
family. Game nights, cooking meals, walking the kids to school, Asakusa Samba festival, teaching words,
and Koto lessons with grandma. We all cried and hugged saying goodbye on my last day, I carry
unforgettable memories with me and my mindset grew.

Major cultural differences included breakfast, schedules, personality normalcies, and transportation.
In Japan I observed people self-impose schedules and stick tightly to them whether it be the meal eaten for
breakfast or daily routine. I witnessed the majority of Japanese to be very grateful, polite, and private, in
contrast with Americans which are direct, louder, and open. I was intrigued by the train systems, as in
Corpus Christi the majority drive cars and do not walk as a form of transportation. I was amazed by the
intelligence of the three Japanese alphabets Katakana, Hiragana, and Kanji. I was challenged by the
fifteen-hour time difference, as my hometown was asleep, I realize this made me more present in the
moment.

I have shared with my younger local peers about the Sister City Exchange Program because I wish
more students knew this was a possibility. I will forever be grateful and cherish everyone I met and all who
worked hard supporting and creating this incredible experience. Thank you.
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O IAX—-0Jx7 Jamie GOVEA

Hi, my name is Jamie Govea and I went to Japan through the sister city program. My
experience was like no other. The sights and sky were just so amazingly beautiful. I got to go to school
and get to see what the Japanese high school experience was like, which I really enjoyed. Everyone was
so respectful, not to mention welcoming.

The host family I stayed with during my 2-week stay in Japan, was so accommodating to me,
they constantly asked if I wanted to go somewhere even if they just got off work or back from a long day
at school. They took me to Tokyo, the Shibuya crossing, on one of my free days where I got to try Krispy
creme for the first time, it was also where I was able to see and buy clothing at a mall that’s very
popular among Japanese teenagers. My amazing family I got to stay with also took me to a beach. My
amazing sister city host was also very accommodating, she took me to museums and gave information
to give us a little background info before we entered. Any time we got hungry she would ask what we
wanted to try no matter where we were and she always knew where to go and how long the walk or
bus ride would be. There were so many things to do, so many sights to see, and so much food to try.

I am so glad I went because it gave me a lifelong friend and so many memories I get to enjoy and
share for the rest of my life. Overall, Japan is just such an amazing place to choose to visit no matter
the occasion. I can't wait to go back.
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Before going to Yokosuka, going to Japan was one of my biggest dreams, and this dream became
true. I discovered so many interesting things about Japanese culture, food, traditional things, etc. I
visited many places in Yokosuka and nearby, it made me excited and some famous places which I just
saw them on my phone or on TV are more impressive in real life.

The most memorable thing is my Japanese host family and the other people that I have met.
My buddy Kotaro was extremely nice and now we are like friends that we have known for many years.
He is extremely nice, his parents and his sisters too; I enjoyed so many moments with them and I won’t
forget it. They wanted me to make many Japanese discoveries, to play Japanese game with me, to teach
me Japanese and to know more about France and French language. I met other people, the English
students Yasmin and Bella, their buddies Manaka and Misaki, the Japanese students who went to
USA, and some people during the International Youth Forum like Ayu. We shared many things about
our countries to compare them. We enjoyed many fun moments with them too and we were all very sad
to leave Japan, because we became friends. I met the mayor and some people linked to the city, they are
all extremely kind and I want to keep in contact with them. This trip made me more passionate about
Japan and it’s planned: I will try my best to go back to Japan in 2 years, to see Kotaro and his family
again, to see Ririi, Manaka, Misaki, the Japanese students that went to the USA, Ayu, and Kotaro’s
friends that I have met.
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First of all, I would like to thank you, Yokosuka City and all its representatives, for the welcome
you gave us this summer. It was two incredible weeks, completely out of this world. I was able to
discover Japanese family life, your culture, your city and traditional dishes, etc. Everything was
magical. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for sharing all of this with me. I am also grateful
because, thanks to this exchange, I was able to meet Ririi and my host parents. I formed precious
bonds with all three of them by sharing these two weeks in Yokosuka with them. I couldn't have
asked for a better encounter. I would also like to give you some feedback on all the activities we
shared with people involved in the city, and especially the other young people: I loved everything,
they were able to share so many things, places and traditions with us in such a short time. I therefore
commend your organization, which was admirable and perfect.

Finally, thank you to the mayor of the city for taking the time to meet with us; it was a precious
moment.
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My trip to Japan will be one I will never forget and the memories I made and people I met will
be ones I cherish and keep in close contact with. Firstly, I would like to thank the city of Yokosuka for
hosting me and for giving me an amazing, once in a lifetime opportunity. On a more personal note, I
would like to thank Misaki and her family for making my trip extraordinary and welcoming me into
their home. While I had high expectations of my trip to Japan, which were met, nothing could have
prepared me for how impacted I would be by my trip. I think I can speak for all of the Medway
students when I say that coming home from Japan left us feeling sad and immediately wanting to go
back there. After being asked by everyone what my favourite part was, and not having an answer,
because it was all so amazing, I can finally say my favourite thing about my trip was discovering the
culture. Whether that was found in trying every single food offered to me, or dressing in traditional
kimonos, or visiting historic temples and contrasting modern sites that highlight Japan's journey into
the modern world, I eagerly embraced and learnt every part of it. What I found amazing was how
ingrained traditional Japanese practices and culture are in the modern world. I was also surprised
and a little homesick at how similar Japan and Mexico are. I found parts of my own culture in the food
or the language but also the festivals. In Mexico we have the Day of the Dead, which is a day to
remember the people who have died, and while I was in Japan, I was honoured to experience and help
with the Obon festival. I am so grateful for having the chance to experience a different culture and
equally sharing my own two cultures. My trip was everything I wanted and more and I can't wait to
come back again soon.

[(Frar]

RO HASDIITR L TENLLNRNEDIZRHTL X 9,2 LT E T THE TV - T2 A%
EDHENEZRENZ L, Zab bIEEA I Fi T TnhEET,

BANT, R A, — I EORERMS S 52 T WIHEETIES L E T, FAOhERH]
DIl FAERN < R T IENAT & ZDFBEA LN DIBILEZVNTT, AAR~DFRIZITR
SISO TWE L2, TOBHRIRFIIHZDNE LTe, ZOMPRNCED L 5 ez bizb
I TRLLOERHG TETWETATLL, Ay FU=A DF_NTOFAEEZARLTEAD LRAVE
T2, AARPDIFEL, B-bideg, BELL, TIARIRERD W EBNE L., AARIL—EFR
ol EEHIVTEZUITRNE LT, B0, BDHEHTD Lo b T, T, 47851
SEDEERFET, IC—FERPSTDIT BUbEFHATHZ &) Tl fBftSvcfWa TR
L7 2 & Anhti72 gz AT Z & L& 2 iRt A AR DBHR e G T D8 e ihiinio Z L 7e &
HHDDLHE TIDEZIT AN, FOE LT, FIOVEN=OIL, 55010972 B ARDEE S B SO AR
RHUFTNTCNDZETLIE, F7o, AREAFTVamE THETWAZ LICEE, D LF—Lv vy I %
AU E L, FNTE-WIRSHE. B0 OB OUbO—E % RO E Uiz, AF =i BEEDOA]
LWV T BRolt A ZNHTHRH Y £3, AARTIIAMY 2451, BFRENWTEZ L20%
(S TWET, BARLUEERRL, FRICRAA S O S>OXYbAIE TE2Z &i2, ETHREILT
WET, ROFIFEATWIZLLEO DO THY , FIT ICAKRICR L D2 LAFHIZ L TWET,

13



@1 RS - E—)L Isabella HEEL

I didn’t know much about Yokosuka before going, but I ended up really enjoying my time there.
There is a mix of Japanese and American culture, which gave it a different vibe from anywhere else
I've been.

The Naval history is still very present in the city, which was one of my favourite parts. We got to
see and even go aboard the Memorial Ship Mikasa, which was an incredible experience, as we got to
see history from over 100 years ago. I also got to try Yokosuka’s Naval Curry, which was fun as I've
never had to crush up crisps to eat with a curry before! It was such a tasty dish and I am so glad I got
to try something so meaningful, as it also has a lot of history behind it.

I'd like to thank Yokosuka for allowing me to have such an amazing experience by organising
and funding my time there. I am forever grateful for this opportunity.

Yokosuka was one of the best places I've visited, mainly because of my amazing hosts, the
Kaneko family. I'd like to thank them for their hospitality and for making me feel like I was part of
their family. During my stay with them, we laughed a lot, traded stories, and even when my Japanese
wasn’t perfect, they were always patient and encouraging.

They showed me around their city and let me try lots of different food, but my favourite, by far,
was Oka-san’s onigiri, and I've even taken the recipe and some ingredients home! They made my time
in Japan one of my favourite experiences, and one I will remember for the rest of my life.
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