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Background of Commodore Perry

Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry, the third son of Christopher Raymond
and Sarah Wallace Alexander Perry, was born on April 10, 1794, in Newport,
Rhode Island. His father was not in the United States Navy as it was still in its
early stages of establishment, but he was captain of merchant vessels and a
genuine “man of the sea.”

Matthew had two elder brothers who were members of the navy. The eldest,
Oliver Hazard Perry, was nine years his senior and had a great influence on
Matthew. Matthew admired his brother and was very proud to see him in uniform
whenever he came home on furlough. Matthew dreamed of being a naval man
himself, and by his 15" birthday he had become a midshipman.

In the autumn of 1810, at the age of 16, Matthew was assigned to the crew of a
newly built frigate, the President, where he
worked under the command of Commodore John
Rodgers. At the time, England and the U.S. were
in conflict; the resulting War of 1812 would be
the first for Matthew to see action. His brother
Oliver became a national hero during the war and
was recognized for his courageous and patriotic
spirit. Oliver is famous even today for fighting

with the motto “don’t give up the ship.”

BARSEO AN —

Japanese illustration of Perry.
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After the war ended, in 1814, young Perry married Jane Slidell and had
fulfilling days with assignments suppressing piracy in the Mediterranean Sea and
intercepting slave ships and returning former slaves to their homeland.

In the 1830s, Perry became an aggressive advocate of steam warships and
served as Commandant of the Brooklyn Navy Yard. When the age of steamships
finally came, he was called “Father of the Steam Navy” for his foresight. Perry
advanced through the ranks of the U.S. Navy, where he commanded the African
Squadron and contributed to
victory in the Mexican-American
War.

In January 1852, Perry was
appointed Commander in Chief of

the East India Squadron, and on

March 24, was ordered to lead an

;,;&,;,i;f expedition “ to open Japan,”
which had maintained a policy of isolation. His objective was to conclude a treaty
of trade and friendship and secure a depot for refueling steam vessels in the
Pacific Ocean. On November 24, aboard the Mississippi steamship Perry departed
Norfolk, Virginia on the east coast of the United States. He rounded the Cape of
Good Hope on the southern tip of Africa and arrived in Hong Kong on April 7,
1853. Later, joined by the steamship Susquehanna and two sailing warships, the
Saratoga and the Plymouth, the Squadron headed for Uraga (present day
Yokosuka) via Naha.

For the execution of his mission, Perry gathered as much information as

possible about Japan from books and from people who had visited the country.

His efforts led to the successful opening of Japan.
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Interpreter, Tatsunosuke Hori (by Heine).




The Arrival of Perry

Some time after 4 p.m.
on Friday, July 8, 1853
(Kaei 6), Commodore
Perry led the East India
Squadron of four ships
(two steamships and two

sailing ships) into Edo Bay

where they dropped anchor

NI — EREOH & #V 7 46E
off of the Uraga Harbor. Illustration of Perry’s landing.

Preceding Perry’s arrival, six foreign ships had entered Edo Bay seeking friendly
relations. One such ship, the Morrison, had been chased away in heated attack.
Unlike the others, Perry’s squadron was firm in their stance, a manner completely
different from the previous ships.

The Uraga Bugyo-sho (magistrate’s office), which was in charge of dealing
with foreign ships, displayed a banner written in French stating that the ships
should “leave immediately.”  As there was no response, Saburosuke Nakajima,
a magistrate’s yoriki, or low ranking official, attempted to board the flagship
Susquehanna accompanied by interpreter Tatsunosuke Hori. When their
admission was flatly refused, Hori called out in English, “I can speak Dutch.”
These were the first English words spoken publicly by a Japanese official.

In response to Hori’s declaration, a Dutch interpreter named Portman
appeared to negotiate. Hori then introduced Nakajima as “the vice governor of
the Uraga Bugyo-sho,” and the two men were finally granted permission to board
the ship whereupon they learned that Perry’s mission was to deliver an official

letter from the President of the United States to the Emperor of Japan.

_7 —



IIFZHIE

Y —ERRIE S LTHEMICEEEL 720 TL £ ) A

ZDEZIE WHETUNERA o 72 5T U, Y, TR
BB BAEOBIFW L THREOEEERALET 4 ¥ X VITTEORNAS
RERIIT LD X L OGS H V. BE IR L2 REMRS HE X )R
RS T EDR L, R =B ERER TV AL 72D TT,

AR —1E, R AHFNCE
R, XIS
LI ANENT D2 E AT
BEEBSTWELAEDT, %
HOBANS [Ny 54 5]
o YHAMAIEATY A Y
R T ; 7 — (MIE) Tl R

MR EIADE Lo MHEAM

& DRI I, 8121250

Mg o T wth Porry ot meme et BB ORTWE Lo 20
B2 WA [HiE] oFKEzZRE [TFHOBENZRT D
D] LOFIDDHY F L1

WA ARA 2RV CEITbR, 7 8 11 FICIBE, kel
F L7720 BFICESTHHEERTIA VTLED, RY—=BHITE2BION
BHMEZ BNBVRT, ZOBEARNT 24 KT 50% 5D BB
FA Y P TLIe 23 CREKOBELGE, ¥ —F =30 — % Y L 7B
12, ST ARBA S MAUEBAIAHIETE 2L LAV VINERZS 2T,
VeI V] 4T E L. SHIZORICRAE. BEaE [RY
—TFAT K] ERLE L. MRIEHENE T bR, KEZT TR
CHPEDRET £ CRMERMAENZ ST Lz

B Futtsu

RE (NU=FLFR)
s.,hman nd (Perry Island)
L (GR1 b JLETY)

Hatayamazaki (Point Rubicon)

ﬁﬂ‘é‘ﬂlﬁ(’r 7 hivF)
X ki (Cape Kamisaki)
AT
Yokosuka

m

_8_



Survey of Edo Bay

The reason Perry’s squadron chose to anchor off of the Uraga Harbor is because
until then, marine charts did not exist beyond that location. Foreign ships had
never ventured farther than Uraga because of an order of by the Edo Shogunate to
repel any foreign ships that trespassed the line stretching from Kannonzaki in
Yokosuka to Futtsu in Chiba Prefecture.

Perry felt that in order to facilitate effective negotiations he must anchor as
close to Edo as possible. The day after their arrival, he began to survey the area
near Uraga using small bateira boats. On the bow of the survey boats were white

flags, and on the stern were U.S. Navy flags. The Uraga Magistrate’s Office

1

inquired about the meaning of the
white flags and were told that they
were a sign of peace.

Surveys were conducted every day
except Sunday. On July 11, the

survey boats proceeded into the

. BIEOR (/N1 XH)
waters beyond Kannonzaki and 'Smeymg(byHeme)'

Hashirimizu, a crucial defense point for the Shogunate Government. For Perry as
well, the success of the expedition depended on whether this line could be crossed
or not. For this reason, Perry named the area around Hatayamazaki Point in
Hashirimizu “Point Rubicon,” in reference to the Rubicon River, the breaking
point of Caesar’s victory in conquering Rome. He also named the Island of
Sarushima, which was visible in the distance, “Perry Island.” The surveys were
conducted up to a point off Haneda, with detailed reports of the depths and

conditions of the seabed.
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Landing at Kurihama

On the second day after Perry’s arrival, negotiations were taken over by
Eizaemon Kayama, who was a low ranking magistrate official like Nakajima.

At the first meeting, Kayama introduced himself as the Uraga Magistrate
thereby gaining Perry’s trust. From then on, negotiations were conducted entirely
through Kayama. Regarding Perry’s firm stance, the Uraga Magistrate’s Office
advised the Edo Shogunate
to accept the President’s
letter saying that, “if things
remain unchanged, a
war could ensue.” The
Shogunate Government

agreed to accept the letter in

Kurihama, west of the
Uraga port. Eﬁ{sﬂ%ﬁ: :‘Zr:; 2 p_ar_ty.ﬁ

On July 14, 1853, Commodore Perry and sailors and officers of the U.S. Navy
arrived at Kurihama in cutter boats. A makeshift pier of dohyo sandbags was built
along the shore.

The steamship offshore gave a 13 gun salute and U.S. navy men lined up along
the Kurihama beach. U.S. Marine Major Zeilin led the procession with his saber
drawn. The marines came first, followed by sailors, a military band, and young
men bearing boxes which contained the President’s letter and Perry’s credentials.

Finally came Commodore Perry with Commander Adams and Flag Lieutenant

Contee standing on guard.
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The Magistrate’s officials commented on the military band’s rhythmical
procession from the pier to the reception house noting that the procession was
“well trained” and “beautiful.” The Japanese officials were deeply impressed
by the marines and sailors uniform marching, they felt that the western style of
marching did well to show the strength of the military. Later, the Satsuma
Domain would be the first to introduce marching into their military training.
As a result of the extensive incorporation of marching into Japan’s post Meiji Era
education, people today march by lifting the right hand with the left foot.

The ceremony for the handover of the U.S. President’s letter lasted about 30
minutes without a word spoken by either side. In this way, the roughly 220 years
of Japan’s self-imposed seclusion came to an end, and Japan made its debut on the
international stage.

In the succeeding years, realizing the need for warships to protect the country
and in order to be on equal terms with the rest of the world, the Shogunate

established a shipyard with modern facilities and equipment in Y okosuka.

Picture scroll, Perry’s landing.
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Construction of the Monument

A monument commemorating Perry’s landing was constructed in July 1901
(Meiji 34) following a visit to Kurihama in October 1900 by the retired “black
ship” midshipman, Rear Admiral Beardslee. Beardslee was shocked to find that
Kurihama was a simple fishing village with nothing to indicate that the first
encounter between the Japan and the United States took place there. The
following November, Beardslee delivered a moving speech before the American
Friends’ Association where he expressed his treasured memories and his great
disappointment with current day Kurihama.

The American Friends’ Association was primarily made up of prominent
businessmen and government leaders living near Tokyo and Yokohama. It’s
chairman, Kentaro Kaneko, had studied in the U.S. and also contributed to the
drafting of the Meiji Constitution. Upon hearing Beardslee’s speech, Kaneko led
the Association to take initiative and plan for the construction of a
comemmorative monument. They succeeded in collecting ¥20,000 in donations
and were also granted a monetary gift from the Imperial Household Agency.

Thanks to a passionate campaign by Kaneko and the Association, the monument
was completed within eight months of Beardslee’s speech. Inscribed upon it were
the words “Monument to the Landing of U.S. Navy Commodore Perry” written
in Japanese brush script by Japan’s first Prime Minister Hirobumi Ito. The
unveiling of the monument took place on July 14, the same date as Perry’s
landing. Attending were domestic and foreign leaders including Prime Minister
Taro Katsura and the U.S. Minister to Japan. The historical event which took
place in the Miura Peninsula symbolized modern international relations and

particularly the ties between Japan and the U.S.
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Perry Festival

The main sponsor of the monument’s unveiling ceremony held July 14, 1901
(Meiji 34) was the American Friends’ Association. The following year, a
commemorative “Black Ship Festival” began as a local Kurihama village event.
There is no detailed documentation about the village’s Black Ship Festival, but the
1917 (Taisho 6) Kurihama Village paper, indicates the local community’s strong
desire to pass along the story.
Perry’s landing takes up nearly the
entire paper, which was written
and edited by a village youth
group.

It was in 1947 (Showa 22), two

years after the Second World War il
that the Black Ship Festival was 1501;:\;13,1;?;3; ?p@ik(fzgiﬁz)ow
officially reinstated in conjunction with the 95" anniversary of Perry’s landing. In
the same year, a U.S. navy base was also established in Yokosuka.

The year 1953 (Showa 28) marked the 100" anniversary of Perry’s landing. In
celebration, a grand parade was held in both Kurihama and around the U.S. base
thanks to full cooperation by the U.S. base authorities. The following year, the
area around Perry’s monument was developed into a park and in 1987 (Showa
62), Perry Memorial Hall was constructed in the park. The same year, the Black
Ship Festival was renamed Perry Festival and is now held in conjunction with the

memorial ceremony to commemorate Perry’s landing; it is one of the four major

international ceremonies held in Yokosuka.
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Perry Park

This beautiful park over looks the coast of Kurihama from which Perry first
came ashore. In the park stands the Monument to Perry’s Landing, a community

cultural asset, as well as Perry Memorial Hall, which houses valuable resource

materials from Perry’s landing.
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Perry Memorial Hall.
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