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International and domestic parental abduction of EU children in Japan

European Parliament resolution of 8 July 2020 on the international and domestic
parental abduction of EU children in Japan (2020/2621(RSP))

The European Parliament,

3. Highlights the fact that human rights principles for children are dependent on the
national actions of the Japanese Government; stresses that a number of legislative and
non-legislative measures are required to safeguard, inter alia, a child’s right to both
parents; urges the Japanese authorities to enforce effectively court decisions on access
and visiting rights granted to left-behind parents and on the latter maintaining
meaningful contact with their children who reside in Japan; stresses that these decisions
are to always be taken with the child’s best interests in mind;

FELDAEFRD BABROERESICEAINL TS LW FELHFT L, ik,
LV DIEF ORI T DFELOHEMETL DI, £ < OIIEMNE L UYEST 2 H
BEPLETHD L 2RAT D, £, BRORENEHICEZOND T 77 AHE L HTE,
BIUOBRAEEDOF LS L OFERLBEMEMERT 272010, BREFOWRE L RIIH
TT2L O BAROBYURICEFT D, ZORERL. BXFEDORBEONELEHICE
WTRENDRETH D L& FRT D,

15. Emphasises that limiting or completely denying parents access and visiting rights runs
counter to Article 9 of the UNCRC;
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FIEHD) BIRCKTDEND ZEAEERT S,

16. Requests that the Commission and the Council highlight the obligations of Parties to the
UNCRC and in particular, the rights of children to maintain personal relationships and
direct contact with both parents on a regular basis, unless it is contrary to the child’s
best interests;
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17.

23.

Calls, in this respect, on the Japanese authorities to follow international
recommendations to introduce the necessary changes to the country’s legal system and
put in place the possibility for shared or joint custody after the dissolution of the parents
relationship in order to bring their domestic laws into line with their international
commitments, and to ensure that visiting and access rights reflect their obligations under
the UNCRC; calls on the Japanese authorities to uphold their commitments to the
UNCRC, which they ratified;
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Calls on the Member States to undertake joint efforts and include this issue on the
agenda of all bilateral or multilateral meetings with Japan in order to put pressure on the
Japanese authorities to implement fully their obligations under international legislation
on child protection;
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